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FAX: (781) 942-5441




RECREATION DIVISION: (781) 942-9075

RECREATION COMMITTEE AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, June 9, 2010
Senior Center Great Room
Call to Order  








7:00 PM

Approval of May 12th Minutes





7:05 PM
New Business








7:10 PM
Field Issue from Thursday May 27th Turf 2 (see clarifications)




Reorganization of Chair and Vice Chair
Administrator's Report – General





· Friends and Family Day and Fireworks 6/19
· FH Coaches clinic

· T-Ball meeting

· Reminder – 4-day work week begins this week

· Camp and summer programs update
Subcommittee Reports






8:10 PM
Reading Coalition against Substance Abuse
Adjournment








8:15 PM

RECREATION COMMITTEE AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, June 9th, 2010
Clarifications

New Business:

Field Issue from Thursday May 27th Turf 2:
Report by John Feudo
On Thursday, May 27th at 7:30 PM, I received a call from Mike Sheedy of Reading United Soccer Club stating that RYL just began its 2nd game on Turf 2.  Mike was concerned because his group had the field at 8 PM per the master schedule.  I thought and hoped the game would be brief and they would be off by 8 PM.  During our call, Mike’s phone went dead.  I then received a call shortly after that from RUSC Coach Roger Frechette.  Roger stated that there is a game being played on turf 2 and he needed to get on there at 8 PM to finish his practice.  I asked Roger to wait until 8 PM and if they are not off the field by then to call me back.  In the meantime I tried to phone Reading Youth Lacrosse Director Rick Zaccardo to find out what happened.  At 8 PM it was clear that RYL has no intention of leaving the field based on what Mr. Frechette was telling me over the phone.  He told me he was not comfortable approaching the group himself, so I told him we had 2 options, since he had a right to use the field, he could either use another space or I could drive down to the field and tell them in person.  He opted to have me come down to the field.  I agreed and after I hung up I then decided it would be better to involve the Reading Police Department.  At approximately 8:05 PM, I phoned Sergeant Garchinsky and requested assistance from the RPD to remove RLX by 8:15 PM.  The initial report from the police was the field has been cleared, however, the group had not cleared, they simply were at half time when the police arrived.  At approximately 8:20 PM RPD went back to the field and spoke with the RYL coaches.  I then received a call from Sergeant Garchinsky indicating that the RYL coaches were not compliant leaving the field and stated that they “did not give a shit” and “were not leaving”.  I then told RPD to inform RYL that they are in fact trespassing.  Sgt. Garchinsky informed me if they charge the group with trespassing they would need to arrest somebody.  I thought it would be better not to go down that road, so I suggested the alternative of pulling permits.  RYL still did not leave the field until the conclusion of their game.  By this time it is close to 8:40 PM.  I received a phone call from Rick Zaccardo, Director of Reading Youth Lacrosse at approximately 8:39 PM.  Mr. Zaccardo was upset that the soccer group pushed the issue of using the field.  He explained to me they were running late because Varsity Practice went late and the away team for the youth game showed late because of traffic.  I explaining to Mr. Zaccardo that I was disappointed in all the events of the evening and I would appreciate a full report from him on Friday (attached).  I explained to him that the schedule is the schedule and I put it together for a reason.
EMAIL TO RYL From J. Feudo

Hi Rick,

Thanks for the report.  There are a lot of things that are troubling to me about how last night played out on both ends.   A simple phone call to me at 6:30 knowing that you had to go late would have gone a long way.  Honestly, I am not supportive of the actions of the soccer coach as you described, but in the end, he had a right to use the field at 8 PM by our schedule, therefore the police order to leave the field was justified and should have been followed.

I know things come up in terms of delays and believe 99% of the time the good people of Reading work it out.  We may need a new policy to handle the 1% when it doesn’t.   

Both organizations had a hand contributing to what happened and the Recreation Committee may need to take action on more than one front.  They will be discussing the incident at the next meeting in June.  

I am disappointed that last nights events took place. 

When I have more information I will contact you.

John

John A. Feudo
Recreation Administrator 
Town of Reading
Office:781-942-9075
Fax: 781-942-5441
jfeudo@ci.reading.ma.us
Website: www.readingma.gov/recreation 



Website: www.ci.reading.ma.us
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