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FAX: (781) 942-5441




RECREATION DIVISION: (781) 942-9075

RECREATION COMMITTEE AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, June 11, 2008
Town Hall Conference Room
Call to Order  








7:00 PM

Approval of May 14th Minutes





7:05 PM
New Business








7:15 PM
5th Grade Travel Basketball Discussion






Reorganization of Chair and Vice Chair



 
Old Business










CORI Issue Follow-up




Lightening Policy-Final

Administrator's Report – General




7:35 PM
· Carnival –weekend of 6/20 – 6/22
· Camp Numbers update 
· HS Reunion Tennis reservation class of 1958

· Track construction 
· Salvation Army Overnight Camp
· Recreational Projects Update
· Bancroft Tennis Courts

· Barrows Elementary School

Subcommittee Reports






8:00 PM
Reading Coalition against Substance Abuse
Washington Park Master Plan Committee

Adjournment








8:15 PM

RECREATION COMMITTEE AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, June 11th, 2008

Clarifications

New Business:

The Recreation Division has been approached by a couple of parents (Carl McFadden and Mike Merullo) about adding the 5th Grade level to the Winter Travel Basketball program.  

Part of their concern stated is that that the YMCA program is inadequate in both the size of the gymnasium and the manner in which it is run.
The Recreation Division has primarily stayed away from 5th grade travel basketball for more than one reason.  The Rec. Committee has always looked at programs to see “what the participant will gain?”.  The committee has maintained that a 5th grade travel may be too young an age to begin the process of playing in that type of competitive situation.

Secondly, the YMCA has always run the 5th grade portion of the program so the understanding was that there was never a need to supplement it.

Things to consider:

The philosophy of the Recreation  Travel Basketball program is to:

1) Provide a well-supervised and competitive travel basketball program.
2) Offer the players the opportunity to improve their basketball skills through           

      sound, positive, and constructive coaching at practices and games.

3)   Promote the ideals of good sportsmanship, mutual respect, honesty, and loyalty as a team and as individual players.

3) Create a positive and healthy basketball environment where every player, regardless of athletic ability, can improve their self-image and develop a better and more positive attitude about themselves, the game of basketball, and life in general.

The impact on the Sunday Basketball In-town program.  Will the same trend hold true that some travel players will not participate in the Sunday League?
Coaches feedback at our end of the year coaches meeting included the feeling that the Reading players are behind the curve when learning the game due to the absence of a 5th grade program.

The YMCA assigns teams based on chronological registration.

The Recreation Division anticipates 15 Travel Teams (6 – 8th Boys and Girls) in 2008.  The addition of 2 – 4 more teams would necessitate use of the field house at least 2 nights a week.
Will the addition of a 5th grade travel team lend itself to the “trickle down theory” (4th…3rd…invetro!!)



Website: www.ci.reading.ma.us
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