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Tromape Foeél] a French expresgion tha! ranslates as “m fool the ove.” is @ toditional sryle of paint-
ing dating back to the anciont Greeks and Bomans that creates 3 three.dinensional efect om a Ot
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Arilngoh artist fohn Cales has made 3 tarecr ot of taking fomething lenlly outiof nothipg.
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Warking in a skylighted studio at the
top of 2 San Francisco grace street,
Coles found his first trampe Poeil
project almos: 35 pears ago, when a
client approached him sbout creating
a fizeplace for an apastment.

“They wanted a fireplace with 2 win
dew sbove the mantel,” he said, “That
isn't rezlly practical in real hife, bt it
wrorks in a painting.”

Tae finizhed project feanired not only
cutdoor views atop a blazing fire-
place, but family photos and the
client’s cats dozing on the mante] a5
waell.

“I fmew [ did a gond job when 1 tried
1o pick up the spilled matches T had
painted on the floor” Coles said.

Word of raouth spread, and Coles
became known for his ability to solve
tricky architeciural problems such as
3 “bad” comer, a narrow hallway, of a
dark stairwell, with pamnt and Boush,

Ding bathroorms and dark offices were
brightened with murmals of cutdoo
scenes, of windows facing out onto
anractive views, he said. Ceilings
Wi pa,iﬂted with 1'|.- cowered lattice.
Living rooms were dressed up with
faux molding and painted arowork,
comniplete with frames.

Cme client requested that Coles depict
the idealized contents af her refriger-
ator on its doors, Another wanted 2
mirror and its redectad view painted
on a living room wall.

Coles painted china plates and plat-
ters to appear as though they were
mounted on a kichen wall. For
ancther client, he created a window,
apened e reveal a favorite vacation
harbor and bobbing sailbeat, with a
beok and pair of binoculars resting
atop the painmed windowsill,

“You can put windows where you

want them and paint the wiews you
wan e gee,” he said,
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Locally, Coles has painted murals on
the exterior of commercial buildings
in Beading and Woburn, and in
hotels and office baablings i Beston
and Mew York A mural painted
vears ago in Wew York City's Carlyle
Hotel is 240l on views, Coles said.

Decorative painting does not have o
be limited to walls and floors, Coles
gaid. Small, whimsical touches to
picces of furnimre can be particalarly
delightful, such az inticate shells or a
randomly scattersd dack of cards, just
begging to be picked up by passers-ty.

While ompe Foeil hes always been
popular, iris nor a snde that works for
evervone, Coles said And, @t is
important for it to be executed by a
maszter of the technigque.

“If it iz not donc right it dorsn't
work,” he said. “If it is done well, 1t
will definitely fiol the ave.” m
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